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The Spectator
Welcome to the latest incarnation of St.
Louis’ CSI’s venerable voice for building
knowledge, the Spectator.
As with most chapter products this one
relies on Sponsorships. Our chapter has a
wealth of expertise and Sponsorship helps
make sure that our readers remember who
you are and what you do when they need
to make design decisions. Our audience will
grow from our current membership and
engage professionals from all parts of the
industry.
Our membership can also use the Spectator to share knowledge in the form of
articles and useful links. We will collect articles and offer free or reduced Sponsorship
opportunities to those that provide useful
content.
2015 is a big year for the Greater St.
Louis Chapter. We’re building quality programs and sharing quality certifications
training and support. And we’re looking
forward to CONSTRUCT national convention
in our town this fall.

greatersaintlouis.csinet.org

Thanks for being a part of CSI and the
Spectator.
And special thanks this month to
Allegion’s Lori Greene for our first feature
article, Keys to Classroom Security. Ms.
Greene updates us on the current state of
affairs with regards to securing educational
institutions and how recent events and upcoming rule changes impact how we specify
doors and hardware. This is a complicated
issue and we appreciate Allegion sharing
their expertise to keep us up to speed.
Contact chapter member Aaron Owens and
Allegion for more information:
314.717.4318 or at
aaron.owens@allegion.com
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President’s Message

President’s Message V 1.7: Why join CSI?
Reason No. 6: Because CSI is more than specifications
My apologies to the 3 or 4 faithful readers of these monthly messages. I took a break
during March to focus my attention on this year’s “CDT Study Sessions” program. April
is almost past as I write this, but as the program coordinator, it takes most of my time
to arrange the sessions and instructors for the 11 modules that make up the course of
study. The Greater St. Louis CDT Study Sessions are an annual training program that
prepares candidates from architecture, contracting or product representation to pass the “Construction
Document Technologist” certificate exam. Not easy to explain at parties, but an excellent course of study
and essential for professional practice. Those who study for the certificate are surprised at how little they
and their peers knew of basic contractual requirements or how our contractual roles guide contract documents and project delivery.
Depending on the size and organization of an AEC firm, architectural interns or new project managers need
five to ten years before they are exposed to each phase or common aspects of a typical projects’ process,
disputes and difficulties. This is in addition to learning the business environment of design, along with drawing, specifying and administering contract documents. I had the advantage of learning in a small architectural firm where exposure was accelerated but based on the sink or swim method. I sank as much as I swam.
Speaking from experience, it was blissful ignorance in those first ten years that fueled any confidence I had
to lead or direct project tasks. Not all of us are blessed with understanding bosses who absorbed the losses
I generated while I learned. The more recent economic troubles highlight how unforgiving the learning
curve can be for AEC firms and for those seeking employment.
The CDT and advanced certifications in Specification Writing (CCS), and Construction Administration (CCCA)
are the missing piece of career development. Cumulatively, the certifications are the complete picture of
how each party in the tri-partite agreement - Owner, Architect, and Contractor - can work together to create
successful projects. I cannot speak for other programs, but CSI Certifications accelerate career training in
positive ways, and develop truly confident and prepared professionals. There’s always a lot of work for you
to do to be good at your job, but working smarter is always an advantage.
I am not forgetting that CSI also provides training in Product Representation and most recently, a contractcentric approach to the Sustainable Design process. The CCPR certification is a way to expose product reps
to what Owners, Architects or Contractor are looking for during product selection, bidding, and eventual
enforcement of specifications during construction. The Sustainable Design Practice Guide adds a process
approach to considering and implementing green strategies in a profitable way. Through certifications and
other initiatives, CSI recognizes the benefits of elevating the understanding of all the participants in the project process. Shared understanding of tried and true practices are needed in order to avoid costly mistakes
and disputes when working with projects and people.
If you missed this year’s CDT training, have no fear, we will return again next spring. For the pro-active, you
have an excellent opportunity to enhance your work or train up your staff during the CSI Academies held in
conjunction with the CSI CONSTRUCT show. This October, CONSTRUCT comes to St. Louis, along with the
best instructors in the AEC community. World class training will be right in your backyard. Time to decide
what your career or your company is worth, and check out the opportunities coming with CONSTRUCT 2015.
http://www.constructshow.com Why join CSI? Because CSI is more than specifications: CSI provides
information and training in the whole project picture.
MAY NEWS—The St. Louis Chapter of CSI meets every third Wednesday for education and opportunities to
join your peers outside the office. We meet next at 6:00pm at the Engineer’s Club of St. Louis on May 13th,
for our annual “Grill the Specifier.” It’s a barbeque and a time to ask our panel of experts those burning
specification questions, hear how others handle common problems, and discuss emerging issues. I for one
want to hear how everyone is managing their specifications without full time specification writers. CSI Members attend free.
The Spectator newsletter should be in your e-mail boxes and will be starting to focus attention on the CSI
“Construct” Convention coming to St. Louis. Use the Spectator as a quick reference for Convention events,
volunteer opportunities, and discussions on building knowledge you will find useful in daily practice. Share
the Spectator link with friends and colleagues. Viewable online at http://greatersaintlouis.csinet.org
See you next month, Scott Whitcraft, President
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Keys to Classroom Security

Building Knowledge

Lori Greene, Manager—Codes & Resources, Allegion

With the frequency of school-related
threats and incidents on the rise, school
security is on the minds of many. While
securing exterior doors can help to prevent
an intruder from entering a school, classroom doors are an important second line of
defense as the threat often comes from
within. According to an FBI study of school
shootings between 2000 and 2013, “In a
majority of high school and middle school
incidents, the shooter was a student at the
school; this was the case in 12 of 14 high
school shootings and 5 of 6 middle school
shootings.” During an active shooter incident or other lockdown situation, students
and teachers may need to shelter-in-place
behind a locked classroom door, or evacuate to a safe location if necessary. It’s important to plan for both possibilities.

In a rush to find a way to secure classroom
doors within budgetary restrictions, some
school districts have implemented the use
of barricade devices to lock classroom
doors. These products are installed on a
door in addition to the original hardware,
preventing access from the outside. Unfortunately, solving one problem may inadvertently create others, as most of these
devices prevent access by emergency responders, and do not comply with current
model code requirements for free egress,
fire protection, or accessibility, or with the
classroom security guidelines published by
the National Association of State Fire Marshals (NASFM).
Another concern is the potential for a barricade device to be used by an unauthorized
person who intends to commit an assault,
theft, vandalism, or other crime in the
classroom. In contrast to school shootings
which are rare, nonfatal victimizations at
school have become quite common. The
National Center for Education Statistics
(NCES) reports: “In 2012, students ages 12–
18 were victims of about 1,364,900 nonfatal victimizations at school, including
615,600 thefts and 749,200 violent victimizations, 89,000 of which were serious violent victimizations.” Most barricade devices
would prevent or delay intervention by
staff or law enforcement, which could
affect a school’s liability for the incident.

The Final Report of the Sandy Hook Advisory Commission includes several recommendations regarding classroom doors, including Recommendation #1 – classroom doors
should be lockable from inside the classroom. Another recommendation of this
report addresses the distribution of keys to
all staff including substitute teachers. The
report states: “The testimony and other
evidence presented to the Commission reveals that there has never been an event in
which an active shooter breached a locked
classroom door.” Traditional locksets provide the required level of security for classroom doors, but it is important to consider
the location, type, and size of glazing adja- (continued…)
cent to the hardware to ensure that the
lockset cannot be defeated by breaking the
glass.

greatersaintlouis.csinet.org
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(...continued from last page)
Some states are attempting to use the legislative process to change the codes, so
barricade devices may be used on classroom doors. Arkansas Act 606 was passed
in March of 2015, and states: “A person
may install and use a temporary door barricade device or security lockdown device for
security purposes to protect individuals during active shooter events or other similar
situations.” In contrast with building code
and fire code requirements, this law is dangerously vague, and includes no prescriptive requirements for when, where, or what
type of device may be used. This law was
passed despite strong objections voiced by
the Arkansas State Fire Marshal.

April, 2015

are knowledgeable about all aspects of the
issue.
The reasoning behind proposed changes is
often based on the misconception that barricading the door is the only way to protect
students and teachers in the classroom. There are code-compliant locks
readily available from many lock manufacturers which provide the needed security
without compromising safety in favor of
lower cost. While locks address one aspect
of classroom security requirements, there
are other factors to consider, such as the
door, frame, glass, key distribution, communication, and lockdown procedures.

For more information about school security, including an in-depth article on the use
of barricade devices, safe options for classCode change proposals have been submitted by the Builders Hardware Manufac- room locksets, and the law enforcement
turers Association (BHMA), which could add perspective on this topic, visit
idighardware.com/schools. Contact Aaron
school security requirements to the 2018
editions of the International Building Code Owens, CSI, CDT your local specification
(IBC) and the International Existing Building writer for any questions and assistance at
314.717.4318 or at
Code (IEBC). The IBC proposal would require classroom doors to be lockable from aaron.owens@allegion.com
within the classroom, and both proposals
would require authorized access from the
ingress side, in addition to all of the current
model code requirements for free egress,
fire protection, and accessibility. Using the
model code development process rather
than using political pressure to change
state laws would result in a more consistent approach, utilizing the expertise and
experience of code officials and others who
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USGBC Jt Program w/ Paul Bertram, FCSI
Nationally recognized energy efficiency policy expert Paul Bertram
1130am @ the ENGINEER’S CLUB

CSI Bi-Region Conference
7

The North Central & Great Lakes Bi-Region Conference
May 7 thru 9 @ the HOLIDAY INN MART PLAZA, CHICAGO, IL

Upcoming Events

Grill the Specifier

13

greatersaintlouis.csinet.org

Join us for BBQ and try to stump our experts with all of those questions
530pm @ the ENGINEER’S CLUB

CSI Awards Dinner
Help us celebrate our outstanding membership and the upcoming fall convention
Time & location TBD

CONSTRUCT 2015 Building a Better World
CSI’s National Convention comes to St. Louis! Visit constructshow.com for details.
Sep 30 thru Oct 3 @ the AMERICA’S CENTER

CONSTRUCT 2015, Chapter Golf Outing
Start your CONSTRUCT experience with a round of golf!
Sep 30 @ the Forest Park Golf Club

CONSTRUCT 2015 Host Chapter Party!
Your Chapter throws the party of the year to celebrate CONSTRUCT!
Oct 1 @ the CITY MUSEUM
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David E. O’Bryan Jr., CSI CDT, MPI ACT Level One
Chapter First Vice President
St. Louis, Missouri
Architectural & Engineering Business Specialist

Officer Spotlight

Rust-Oleum Sales Group
dobryan@rustoleum.com 618-978-9971

David O’Bryan started working in the paint
industry out of college in 1990. He has
worked in different capacities from management to sales. In 2009, he became involved with the architectural and engineering community as the Architectural Sales
Manager for Akzo Nobel. Shortly after taking on that position, he realized that to be a
functioning part of that community, he
should join an organization that offered
professional training and networking.

He has recently become involved with
chapter and region officer positions. Since
2010, CSI has been an integral part of his
career development, knowledge, and has
helped to create numerous relationships in
the architectural community that will continue for years. He is also a member of
NACE International and holds the MPI Architectural Coatings Technologist Level One
Certification.

In April of 2010, he joined the CSI. When
joining CSI National. He also became a
member of Greater St Louis and Kansas City
Chapters. In September of 2012, he successfully passed the CSI Construction Documents Technologist certification. In June
2012, he became the Architectural & Engineering Business Development Manager for
Rust-Oleum offering specification assistance, product knowledge and continuing
education programs.
CSI Membership
Greater St. Louis Chapter 2010 to present
Kansas City Chapter 2010 to present

Awards
Kansas City Chapter Presidential All Star
Award 2011.
Chapter/Regional Offices, Committees
Kansas City Chapter Presidential Award 2012
FY2014 – Present Greater STL Chapter Officer,
Greater St Louis Chapter Presidential Award
Vice President
2013
FY2014 - Present NCR Region Secretary
Greater St Louis Chapter Presidential Award
FY2013 – 2014 NCR Region District Coordi2014
nator
FY2012 – 2014 Greater STL Director
FY2012 - Present Greater STL Awards Chair
FY2010 - 2012
KC Awards Chair

greatersaintlouis.csinet.org
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CONSTRUCT 2015, Student and Young Professional Package
A package has been created for all Students, and for Young Professionals (35 or younger) just beginning their career. It will be especially beneficial to those attending CONSTRUCT the first or second time. A full day on Wednesday has been designed to provide a very positive, unique experience for the younger attendees. By enrolling in this special package, you will receive an opportunity to attend CONSTRUCT as many days as you choose (Sept. 30-Oct. 3, 2015) at an extremely
discounted rate of $70/CSI member rate, $75/nonmember rate.
Wednesday, September 30 (Student/YP Day)
9:00am
Meet in lounge/light breakfast/network with other students/YPs
10:00am
How We Roll at CONSTRUCT
10:45am
Speed mentoring
11:45am
Pecha Kucha event – boxed-lunch session
1:30pm
Return to the lounge – tour check in
2:05pm
Specifying the Electrifying Tour at Hager Co.
4:10pm
Return from tour
4:15pm
How to Set Yourself Apart – Getting to the Next Level
5:00pm
Welcome Reception (on-site)
7:00pm
Young Professionals Mixer (off-site)
Thursday, October 1
7:30am-8:30am Education Sessions (choose what you want to attend)
9:00am-10:30am General Session/Keynote presentation in Ferrara Theatre
10:30am-4:30pm Exhibit Hall opens (includes free learning lounges, demos and other
activities)
11:00am
Exhibit Hall Scavenger Hunt (for students/YPs only – chance to win
$200)
4:30pm-5:30pm Game Changer Session: Robotic Construction by Contour Crafting (3D
printing)
Friday, October 2
7:30am-9:00am Education Sessions (choose what you want to attend)
9:30am-10:30am Education Sessions (choose what you want to attend)
10:30am-4:30pm Exhibit Hall opens (includes free learning lounges, demos and other
activities)
4:30pm-5:30pm Education Sessions (choose what you want to attend)
7:00pm-10:00pm Entrance Into CSI Night Out
Saturday, October 3
8:00am-9:00am Education Sessions (choose what you want to attend)
9:30am-11:00am Education Sessions (choose what you want to attend)
Please see website at www.constructshow.com for complete list of events during the show. All
education sessions, the free exhibit hall education, the tour, keynote and game changer session
will provide AIA/CES learning units (HSW when applicable.) GBCI is provided for select presentations.
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Greater St. Louis CSI invites you to get involved. Our chapter relies on its professional
members sharing their experience with each other and with the St. Louis construction
community to accomplish our mission: Building Knowledge, Improving Project Delivery.
Visit our website at greatersaintlouis.csinet.org for a calendar of chapter events from our
monthly lunch or dinner programs (free to members!) to our annual Golf Outing to our
spring New Products Show & the CONSTRUCT 2015 CSI National Convention in St. Louis.
And connect with the chapter online @stlouiscsi on Twitter and Facebook.

Get Involved

We are currently seeking volunteers to help with:


Representing the Chapter on the CONSTRUCT 2015
exhibition floor and at the chapter party.



Helping with maintaining the Chapter website, web
calendar, social media channels, and the Spectator.



Monthy Education Programs



Certification Training



The Golf Outing



The New Products Show



Executive Committee and the Board of Directors

And we’re always looking for Sponsors for:


Monthly Education Programs



Golf Outing



New Products Show



Awards Dinner



Holiday Gala



The Spectator
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President
Scott Whitcraft
jswhitcr@gmail.com

Awards Committee Chair
David O’Bryan, Jr.
dobryan@rustoleum.com

President Elect
Gina Ravens
gina.ravens@assaabloy.com

Certification Committee Chair
Scott Whitcraft
jswhitcr@gmail.com

1st VP
David O’Bryan, Jr.
dobryan@rustoleum.com

Communications Committee Chair
Michael Byrd
mbyrd@core10architecture.com

2nd VP
David Neuner, Jr.
dneunerjr@dlneuner.com

Convention Planning Committee Chair
George Everding
George.everding@outlook.com

Treasurer
Ron Berra
rberra1@charter.net

Education Committee Chair
Thomas R.Schwetye
tschwetye@gmail.com

Secretary
Kevin Geil
kevin@roofingsales.net

Golf Outing Committee
Ron Berra
rberra1@charter.net

Past President
Peter Russell
russellp@pbworld.com

Long Range Planning Committee Chair
Gina Ravens
gravens@assaabloy.com

Director
Sheryl Simon
ssimon@hagerco.com

Membership Committee Chair
Peter Russell
russellp@pbworld.com

Director
Matthew Drag
Matthew.drag@assaabloy.com

New Products Show Committee Chair
Scott Brumbach
sjbrumbach@rsstl.com

Director
Steve Gantner
stevegantner@yahoo.com

Program Committee Chair
David Neuner, Jr.
dneunerjr@dlneuner.com

Director
Thom Schwetye
tschwetye@gmail.com

Techical Committee Chair
Steve Gantner
stevegantner@yahoo.com

Director
Michael Byrd
mbyrd@core10architecture.com
Executive Secretary
Linda Berra
lgberra@charter.net
Region Delegate
Scott Brumbach
sjbrumbach@rsstl.com
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